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             Honors Spanish III
¡Bienvenidos a nuestra clase de español!
Welcome to our Spanish class!
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Our goal in this class is to work towards becoming better global citizens. We will do this by increasing cultural awareness through learning about the Hispanic world in Spanish. In this class, you will actually work to become more fluent in the Spanish language. By the end of this semester, you will be able to express yourself at an intermediate level in speaking and writing. In addition, you will be able to comprehend spoken and written Spanish.

BUILDING PROFICIENCY:

· Gestures: We will use many strategies to acquire the Spanish language. With this method I will often answer questions that you have by physically doing something.  It's a lot like how you learned your native language. When you were young, you didn’t ask your parents to translate into baby talk; instead, you learned what something meant by doing it or someone showing you. Gesturing and acting out will help you acquire the language more quickly and reduce translation, which we want to minimize in this level.  
· Multimedia: Another very powerful way to acquire language is through technology. This being a technology school, we will incorporate music, videos, and other online resources into the classroom on a frequent basis to enhance the material we are currently studying. Some of the videos may seem difficult to understand at first, but with repeated exposure they will get easier to understand and expose you to a variety of Spanish accents.
· Reading: Perhaps the most powerful way to acquire language is to read. When you read, you are exposed to a variety of vocabulary and grammar in authentic contexts. Research shows that reading is vital for acquiring a language. Whenever we read, I will make sure that you know at least 75% of the words in the reading selection.

· COMPREHENSIBLE INPUT leads to OUTPUT: I will work to make sure that you hear and read a lot of Spanish. The guiding principle behind our class is this: The more Spanish that you hear and read, the more Spanish that you will be able to speak and write.
WHY ISN’T SPANISH LIKE SOME OF MY OTHER HIGH SCHOOL COURSES?

Spanish, like any language, is a skill.  This is not a class where you can learn material for a test and then forget it.  Acquiring a language is like learning how to ride a bike or learning how to swim.  It's a skill you build gradually, use and remember a long time.   Because in order to communicate successfully in Spanish you will need to continually know vocabulary, you may be tested over any vocabulary acquired in class at any time during the year.  Sometimes this class will resemble an elementary classroom.  This is desirable since we are working on acquiring a new language.  How did you ACQUIRE your first language?  In a level I class it’s as though you are a “baby” in new the language but your vocabulary will grow quickly.   

RULES FOR OUR CLASSROOM*:
In order to become proficient language learners, it is important that we work together to create an environment that allows us to learn as much as possible.  The following classroom rules and procedures are in place to make sure that everyone is able to learn, and that none of our valuable class time is wasted:

1. Always follow directions.
2. Have technology out ONLY when instructed.

3. Use respectful language only.
4. Get approval before borrowing other people’s belongings.
5. Move safely in the classroom.
* All CMS and POB rules apply as well. Please refer to the student handbook for more details.
SUPPLIES:
Please have all of these supplies by next week:

1. One 3-ring binder
2. One five-pack of binder dividers
3. One highlighter
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU BREAK A RULE IN CLASS?

1st Offense: First verbal warning
2nd Offense: Seat change
3rd Offense: Phone call home and send out
REFERRAL (if needed)
Administration will take over after third incident or any behavior deemed grossly inappropriate.
	GRADING SCALE:
	
	GRADING PERCENTAGES:

	
	
	

	
	90 – 100
	A
	
	Classwork, Homework, and warm-ups

	30%

	
	80 – 89
	B
	
	Projects, and Tests
	70%

	
	70 – 79
	C
	
	
	

	
	60 – 69
	D
	

	
	0 – 59
	F
	


	ATTENDANCE POLICY:


In Spanish, we do almost all of our learning together in class.  It is very important to be in class and actively participating every day.  If you must be absent, you are responsible for getting all assignments and making up all work.  You may contact me to learn what you missed, or contact a classmate.  Make-up work cannot be done during class.  The easiest way to avoid all of this?  Be in class every day!

Additionally, in accordance with Phillip O. Berry policy, you will have five (5) days to make up a test if you are absent on a test day. Once again, it is your responsibility to schedule a make-up time with me to retake the test. If you fail to make up the test within five days, it will count as a zero (0) in your grade.

Every student is expected to attend class and participate to ensure their success in the course. 
	UNITS OVERVIEW


I. Oh, the places I went/ Oh, los lugares a los que fui
II. Love and friendship/ El amor y la Amistad

III. Once upon a time/ habia una vez

IV. The arts/ Los artes
Assessment Dates*:
· Unit I: September 23rd
· Unit 2: October 27th
· Unit 3: November 30th
· Unit 4: January 20th 
​*exact assessment dates may change due to pacing and unforeseen events
	TUTORIALS:


Tutorials will be held Thursday in Room 537, from 2:30-3:30. Students also have the opportunity to schedule tutorials on other days if that does not work with their schedule. I do request that I am given at least 24 hours to make necessary arrangements if they need to meet another day.
	CONTACT:


I check my e-mail daily and I can be reached at hannahh.evans@cms.k12.nc.us if you should have any questions or concerns. You can also reach me by registering for the class Remind account.
MY PHILOSOPHY:
Everyone can learn Spanish. It may be more difficult for some than for others, but everyone who walks into my classroom can learn language. If they couldn’t, they wouldn’t be in school! I am committed to each and every student’s success in my classroom and beyond. My hope is that by the end of this course everyone will see the impact learning a different language has on their life, so they can continue their passion for Spanish beyond the classroom.  
I am so excited to get to know each of you this semester. I hope that through my class you will learn a little more about yourself, while learning about the language and culture of Spanish-speaking groups all over the world.  Together, we will learn not only how to tolerate differences, but also how to appreciate uniqueness and diversity.  I cannot wait to watch you become passionate language learners and better global citizens who make a difference in the world!
Sincerely,

Señorita Evans
	


Syllabus and Classroom Agreement

Please fill out, sign, and return to Srta. Evans by The end of the first week of the semester (Friday, 8/28)
I, __________________________________, have read my syllabus and understand the expectations for me in Señorita Evans’ class.

I, __________________________________, as parent/guardian of this student understand the expectations placed upon my student in his or her Spanish class.

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

	Student’s Name:
	

	
	

	Parent/Guardian’s Name(s):
	

	
	

	Relationship to Student:
	

	
	

	Home Phone:
	

	
	

	Work Phone: 
	

	
	

	Cell Phone:
	

	
	

	Email Address:
	

	
	

	What is the best way to contact you?
	

	
	

	What is the best time to contact you?
	

	
	


Are there any issues, concerns, or anything else you would like to share with me so that I may best serve your student?
Yes __________
No __________
If yes, please explain below:
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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